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Axron, Ohio.

A violent end for n?s._oé_m, woman

Tallmadge stabbing victim, 23,

spent final hours in Akron bars

By Robert Holles
Boacon Journal ste wrne

Rachael M. Johnson liked 10
party _

She died after an evening of
bar-hopping in what veteran po-
lice officers said was the most
viciousy murder they have ever
E‘ -~

Johnson was repeate€ily raped,
stabbed 10 times in the chest,
beaten and slashed across the
neck

Alter she was dead, her body
was dumped early Saturday on
Weller Street in North Akron,
doused with a flammable liquid,
and set on [ire.

That was ironic, detectives
noted, because Johnson's inordi-
nate fear of fire placed her in the
munderer’s path.

Johnson's body was Identified
Monday from dental records, said
an investigator at the Summit
County coroner's office.

After spending Monday inter-
viewing Johnson's [riends and
lamily and canvassing the neigh-
borhood where she last was seen
alive, Akron detectives said they
had no suspects

Johnson, 23, of Talimadge
spent her last night drinking in
two Akron bars, El Cid, on East
Tallmadge Avenue, and the
Brooklands Cafe, on The Brook-
lands, detectives said.

Alter leaving The Brooklands,
Johnson and her girlfriend, whose
identity was not released, got into
the girlfriend's car and began
driving home, but the car got a
flat tire, detectives said.

6 This is the most

vicious thing ['ve
ever seen.y

- $g1. William J. Wright

The womah continued driving
on the flat tire, which became
hot, filling the car with the smell
of burning rubber, police said

Police said Johnson panicked
and tried to jump out of the car,
but was stopped by the driver

The two women argued, with
Johnson yelling, “‘Let me out ol

a

this car I'm not burning up in
any car,” police said the driver
told them

Johnson got out of the car

about 2 30 am. Sawrday at Dan _

and Fouse streets and said she

would find a way home
Johnson's girlfriend drove

home on the flat tire That was

the last time Johnson was seen”

alive, detectives said

Friends and relatives de-
scribed Johnson as a fun-loving
woman who liked to party.

Johnson, like all seniors who
graduated in 1985 from East

See BURNING, page M
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Murder victim Rachae! Johnson
holds daaghler Katelln, mow 3,
when she was a baby.
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Few clues in vicious

Detectives search area for

By Roberi Holles
Sotven Joume e eede . -

Akron police detectives were
about 7 am Wednesday
ing motorists on Brittain
Weller Avenue the
streelt whery Rachael Johnson s
durniag body found earlv
Saturday mormng hoping N
fimd a witness

They h

out

neal

" s

idea who Killed her AKron s
hiel of detectives, Ma) Leonard
Strawderman Re
Strawderman asked that any
one who was out carly Saturday
i the area of Hrttaim Road cal
fetew tives i they saw  anvthi
that much! have been remotely
connected with her killing

—’4 Y Ne with ,”wv rma
| non about the kithing can
call detectives at 375 24W

ﬁ We don’t have the
foggiest xdea who killed

her “

Maj. Leonard
Strawderman

If a motorst saw
standing on the sidewalk o by a

4 Woman

Al or pe nto 4 car pleass
Akl us Jerman sand Wu.

ire J..,—.:Juc,. tha! someone saw

eath

W1t nesses

something

Investigators sav thal Johr
son . { Southeas: Aven
& someplace
Dowdy

wWas A

han where her

wAs

* \h sl Rave twwen kil in

Where: s
w4 ot a blood
he was stabbed 10 11mes

and raped he

il

N oused

qund

aAnd st ot on

Tohpson s purse and some of  Naying vietim Rachael Johnsen

vy
her ciothing y hlack skt
black pantvhose and black Nike
oy AlY MISSING

Is shown holding a triead’s baby.
The baby was earller Identified
as Johmson's daaghter, Katelin.

Friend says victim -

of slaying had bright
plans for the future

Continwed from page (1

woman said Though Johnson had
not yel been identified by authon
ties, the woman said she recog
nize Johnson by a description of
her tattoas

e woman went 10 Akroa po
ice and gave them Johnson s
name

Johnson's fnend saig Johnson

was unfairly portrayed in news

Accounts as a woman who liked
10 party

Rachael wasn't hike that Ka
e her daughter came first
the woman “sand

The J4-yearold AKron woman
said she met Johnson between 11
p m- and midnight Friday at The
Brooklands Cale on The Brook
lands before they drove to E! (i
on East Tallmadge Avenue

A baby-sitter was taking ¢are
of Johnson's daughter while  she
was out, police sait

Akron police said Johnson and
the woman left El Cid about § 30
am Saturday and began to drive
in the woman's car when a tire
wen! flat

Johnson got out of the car a
Fouse Street and Glenwood Ave
nue and sakd she would rather
find her own way home



YVYHEN MURDER
FITS A PATTERN

ACHAEL JOHNSON
was set afire in a place where no one should
have to finally rest.

She was found on a bleak, uninhabited section
of Weller Avenue in North Akron. It's not
known exaetly how long she lay there before
her still-burning body was discovered on the dav
hefore last Easter.

S hod been raped, mvagely | The dintbroan beliding sos the
kiched i fhe Bver and deeys, | street sl stds, iy opague win
gabiwl 10 tines in the chesi and | dows incepable of even owting o
st o the thront, Her iller | refleciion.  Radirsad rcks eol
s ber with a Mammable Bquid | though the ravine beiow,
Wﬂ.il‘::llﬂ'wh:lh uﬂndﬂnﬂnr;wﬂ::ul,:
imdy me-green sl il 1
TR AEAP B Bw wis n Dyearcld woman, | feel from where the body wa
oo s i the mother of o young | fomd 1 res, *Hs Dumping
duugher. The pomd whee e | Thal & mi e mly oy oo
wis iumped wes & lnderape of | necied with Johnson's death.
By btered, s guarcini, o hoge | She woukd probubly il be sl
maind of javel and o few beeven, | inday had s ool ponen oot of 2
(Carol vl Ihas, girliriend s e 10 fnd anoter wi
Al I was A bideoss rerder, And 0 by Tallmadge home. The
Christians e that crime S on evos ugl- | cor bad & fat tre, and when o
! e pamibility: Someiime botween | girlivend continesd W drive on
And 230 and 752 am. on March 30, | the car ed with the smell of burn
; 1991, Rachasl Jobmeoe may have | Ing rubter, Johnson neflssd 0 day
Natalie become & victkm of one of (o sert. | i the oo, Sering St 1wkl
E al illers mow preving o womes fn | cwich fre
Collins Neorthesst Ot
Today, the ssphall on which .
Johneon's body s dumped — o As o single incident, Rachael
llow belleve the murder ook place | Jobwson's murder & bad enos
elewhere — has been repalred. | As ome of & siring of heinoos

i ELACON | dsih . T




Johnson's pody was dumpad and then sat afire on this uninhabited stratch of Wallar Aveanua.

crimes, it becomes particularly

Ontardo, Shaw spert Easter morm-
Ing — Apell 15, 198 — with her
parents In Huottomville and then
headed back to the university in
London, Ontario, where she was &
student. When she hadn't arrived
by the nesct marning, her rosmmate
called the police and Shaw was de-
clared missing. That Tuesday her

Continued on page &
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Elaima Graham,
of Chardon,
found dead

MNov. 14, 1590

Katharing Corkary,
of Dormont, Pa..
killed July 22, 1989
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Cracking homicide cases
often trickier in suburbs

» Most unsolved killings
occur outside city limits

BY WILLIAM OUTLAW
Beacon Journal staff writer

It has been 11 months since

Rachael Johnson's| body was
found burning In an J!Ju'ou street,

Detectives say they plan to re-
interview in the case, but
so far her killer has not been
found.

Johnson's case is not alone in
the region's files of unsolved hom-
icides from 1991.
wdmmﬁasm

in the five-county region in
1991 remain unsolved, with a dis-

and Canton city borders, although
only one in four homicides oc-



KILL

« Fewer witnesses, longer time discovering body
make rural homicides tougher to solve, police say

Continued from Page B1

the clock In different tams,” suid
Symmit County Sheriff's Capt. Wil-
linm Lowis.

Afier that, it often comes down
o a malier of luck to break a

guing te have people who saw

there's drugs involved, you've got
& fear factor in "

year-old daughter, Alka, were
found ghot to death in their home
adjacent to the motel they operal-
o in the Village of Green.

The killer or killers have never

something that they haven't
thoughl aboul yet,” Lewis said,

nl "
haven't had that af

huck yet to break it."
k is the hombeides in mural ar

ruri
case of Harold Hines, whiose
body was found (n a deied lake

in Stark Coumty's Nimishillen
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Dahmer, Dahmer has admitted
kiling Stephen Hicks in 1578 in
Bath Townshlp. Hicks' body was

py"" Boyidn, whose body was found
. Nimishillen Township
: var

“The longer the delay,

the more cold, !
obviously, the trail is,
There's more time for it

to be tampered with;
there's more time for
suspects to plan alibis.” |

JAMES SHANNON
Suark Coumny
sneryfe Copitnam

“With street shootings
vou're going to have
people who saw
something but they
won't say anything. If |
there's drugs involved, |
you've got a fear factor
involved.”

LT. J05EFH BOSKO
Akrum Podie Deparieseni
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woman found in road

By G eomsr W, DavIs
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Jury recommends death
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DNA test fails to link suspect to slaying

»Match of Wilson's blood sample to semen found in ~ from the body ¢b PECeE ™ m w .::.; ;:‘d dr_

rape and stabbing death would have meant charges he DNA n 3 bowd sample wlen_ curtanial evidewe g

ROBERT HOILES “I'm sure that our suspect is Strawderman said Detective they acknowledge the evidence by
é':mmmwm going to fall through,” said Maj, Charles Snyder flew to Washing- itself is not enough to file charges.
Leonard Strawderman. “The FBI ton, D.C, in May and hand-deliv-  Strawderman said that had T

has unofficially told us that the ered the samples to the FBI's scl- - DNA samples matched, an aggra-
test is inconclusive.” entific analysis section. vated murder charge would have A
The test compared the DNA —  Strawderman said the case been filed against Wilson, who re- e
slaying of a woman in North Ak- mwuﬂnlunlquew against Wilson “will rise or fall m

ron. ey tach ~ in semen taken with the DNA test, If it is not him,  See DNA, Page AlS T
""“-ﬂm-t- DTS il e 1 IS Y *Il ',"r-_'.'--»ﬂ;h‘*_".?d'- weLy o

r B3 BS¥FE

DNA

tion — to students who pass | is the basic building material for
the ninth- and 12th-grade chromosomes and is the same in
tests and meet other stand- all of a person’s cells, The

ards set by the state. teristics of certain segments
® Diploma of Distinction DNA, though, vary from
"tostu*ntsmmm person and form wup_
tests and meet other stand- netic fingerprint.”
ggts'setbyeadlmoddh- Sracnten & DA -
® Diploma of Basic Com. matches molecular material
petency — to students who | 00 @ crime victim or at

pass the ninth-grade test and scene with that of a suspect. Pros-
also the state minimum re- | ecutors and some scientists
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ropay's Toric: Unsolved murders

A long string of murders
in ’91 remains unsolved

* Area police keep more than a dozen cases open,
including Franklin Twp., Steve’s Motel family killings

BY PAlULA SCHLEIS, of blood an the kichen foor,
K Hose-MCMARAN Police questioned Dennis T
AND CHERYL CURRY Huffman, who had done some
B bl g vy house painting for the Hoods and
In this aren. af lesst, the year was living in the home of their
1991 seems to have challenged the 2 Pamer, Police also
corventional wisdom that you cant  had questioned Huffman in the
it with murder 1967 siaying of Ted Haudenschibd,

community in a way no series of remain unsolved, Hufiman is cur-  to believe the slayings were a pro-  hrugh the dosed window of her

or since, per-  rently behind bars, serving time for  fessional i, mother's car o
worst in terms of an unrelated crime, Two other killings that vear may

unsalved kilings was six years ago. A lllle more than four meonths tal ki partment .

More than & dozen homicides w,nmmmmﬂm ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁmf * July 6, 1991 Alma Smith, 84,

from 1991 are still cases for owners of Steve’ and their okl » was stabbed to death in her Grang
law enhmum wﬂm in Sum-  daughter, Alka Paldl, were killed ’H"“’f,h ciaboi Lo ; Tﬂ; hmh;l:w m:;
Stark, Portage execution-style i : - nd o 3
oo s i e Do e beck €26 o Maseh 30, the body of Rachel | which wis burmed in  fire that was
Two af the most brutal murders Manher, 35, and Jyoti, 32, we Johnson, 23, of TallmadgeTwas™ deliberately set

re
shot i the hesd on the first  ound an & North Akron streel. She ® Sepl. 17, 1991 The charred
ar. the June | slayings of Howard - Alla, as she lgy fad been mped, savagely locked In  bedy of Charles Miller, 26, was
ke : ol K o W \he liver and kidney, stabbed 10 i In & burming car v Valley

some jewelry had across the throat. Her Kller  psogper, was shot m the

been laken, deteclives speculute dumped ber body. doused it witha oo 59 a1 Kathy Petzer,
The Hoods were attacked by a  the killers may have only been try-  fammable liquid, then set i ablaze. o0 0 NMeging loft a nole for her
knife-wielding assailant when they  ing o make it ook e a robbery. On Now. 29, the body of Glacerda  hushand, saying she had gone 10
ruturmed (o thiir home fFom & card — Burglars don’t generally shoot chil-  Abram, 33, was found partially the mall She never came back. Her
party at a daughter's house. Mar- dren in their sleep and then leave bumed in a shallow creck beneath  abandoned cor was found 20 moes
ﬁuﬁt"hﬁﬁtl, managed o drag  behind o beiefeose contalning $2.000 & bridge in Medina County. She had  from home, Officlally considered o
ersell W a neighbor's house 6 cash, police sald. disappeared a moath earlier when  missing person, Medina police are
seek help. She died in the amba- Abso, the fact thal no one hiz  she ket her Ehvria home on fool 10 confident that Felzer was murdered
lance en route W the hospital. Her  tried to provide information o diim  pick up a fow grocenes. The body  semewhere in Lod. Her body has
hushand’s body was inapool & $12000 reward keads investigators  was 50 badly decompesed thit po- et been found.



IINSOLYED MURDERS

Here are soene of the homicdes
in Summit, Serk, Medina, Portage
el Wame enunbies thet have re-
mained unsobved over the pasl 20
yoans:

AU A, 1§77 Willem Lavacn,
21, of Daylesiown and Judith
Straub, 18, of Sterling were each
shot in the peck sl point-blank
raegr in Norton's Siver Bpring Met.
ropolien Fark Thelr bodies were
sovered twe days laler. A Doyies.
wwn man Wi with the

ings im 1678, bul & greed jury
nol. indict ham.
& April &,

1978 Lesbe A.
Rarer, & 18-

year-ohd -
ieacker &k
Mron's Hobch
kisg

13, s bt

By lali,
i g gt i b
i wondes| ares off Riverdew Hoad
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i Medina Counly, She had hesn
slrangled. The womea have:
teen the victie of o serial thait
has clasmed be lives of sveral
b=,

® July 23, 1885 Charks R
Reoe, 25 and Amod V. Argenio,
14, were found wrapped in binkets
In & ar In Akron's Elet area. The
twro bad raniltiple gurishot wounds to
ther head! and body. Robbeery wiss the

§ [altEA

® Jan. 9, 1987 Ted Hauden.
schild, 7, wes foand on ke floor of
the Worder Bar m Barberfon. The
bar manager had been sabbed o

» March 3, 107: Karim Omar,
14, wns shot four limes in a parkisg
iot near his sore @ Ak

 July 15, LUET: The body of Car
olyn J. Mills, 33, was found in a
varant buildisg on erak:
vard in Akrom. She had been
alahlesd

® Sept. 6, 1067, Mary Eobinson,
AL of was Bl ehot dead i
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k.
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s were (dentlbed a5 Demnond
Jomest, 16, from Detroil. Bl haid died
from severe bicws to the head

Moy §, 1962 Ezabelh Ander
mlﬁlﬁmﬂmhmm
Oeir of her South Akron Beime. She
hud been strock i the bead several
tmes.

1
h,“mmm.ﬂmmmdm
his Jamnes Road hisme

* Aug. I5

1803 Tha body
of Kathrym Me-
nesdes, 17, of Allunce, is fousd by
an ol and gas
wurk-

ar. Monemdez
was  likely
killed ©lse
where, and her
body dumped
in the woods
off Fewtown
Road im Por-
tage Coumty's
Deerfield
R ey
ﬂu serewidrver and o with a
& N G, D0 Thee b of Lisa
Wistders, 32 of Kent, and Andy Hus-
sy, 31, of Alron, wae foand by
Juinters al e edpe of Berln Res-
ervoir. Waitors and Hussey had

Thiomas’ irseen body was found in a

i
-Eg
Ei

El
- E

¥
1
et
H
BE

H
1
3
gi.-i
G
EzE

Egﬁ_&

E
)
e

& June 16, 1995 Thesdore
Ecidles, 77, was beaten bo death with
saeball hat in his Canton kome
bome: robber also stnack e vic
tim's wife in the chisd ak she cime
i i rescue, bt she surved

® Al 45, 1990 Renorms Rabin-
mn wus found dead B her west
Miron aperement, The 3-year-old
wmniin bad been stabbed mamenogs

?:ﬁ

i

#Sepl =, 1895 Michadl Hod-
gers was found by fircfighters, dead
from ke inhakstion @ the buse-

birthday,

Stufed unier a
sairvel m e basesent of o va-
gt house in the 100 block of Sauth
ﬁm. Streed on Aknom's near wes

® June |6, Line: Opal Hensley,
g, was siabbed 12 times in ber
Sybrester Sireel apartmern m Bar-
borton. The soene ndiested & vio-
lent siruggde, yel denais sid they
hesrd pothing. Puolice arested o 21
yearald lahorer, bul chirges were
drogped for Lok of midencs

# k. 5, 1906 Jason Marti, 31,

lian

# June 11, 1957 Theodore B
Paviick, 31, was found dend m his
Canion bome. He had been stabbed
s 3 times:






